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KMCPC Members: 
  Vince Carahaly, Chair 
  Heather Ricketts, Vice-Chair 
  Martin Janssen, Secretary 

Veronica McKissack, County Commissioner Liaison 
John Gisler, Commissioner Liaison Alternate 

  Joel Amos 
Sandra Bliesener 

Steven Cook 
Sean Flora 

Rebecca LaDuca  
  Karl Westra 

VACANCY 
 

Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 
  
 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 
Meeting of Thursday, May 6, 2021 

 
PLACE OF MEETING: Electronic via Zoom due to Covid-19 pandemic 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Joel Amos, Sandra Bliesener Vince Carahaly, John Gisler, Sean 

Flora, Kathy Eickholt, Steven Cook, Karl Westra, Martin Janssen, 
Heather Ricketts. 

 
MEMBERS EXCUSED/ABSENT: Rebecca LaDuca, Veronica McKissack. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, KMCPC staff; Rachael Grover, County technical 

support for the Zoom meeting; Lisa Henthorn, Deputy County 
Administrator – External Services 

  
I. Call to Order – Roll Call 

Chair Carahaly called the electronic meeting held via Zoom to order at 7:02 pm 
and stated that the meeting is recorded. 
 
Roll call with location by Chair Carahaly: 
 
Vince Carahaly – Richland Township, Kalamazoo County 
Sean Flora – Cooper Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 
Joel Amos – Climax Township, Kalamazoo County 
Karl Westra – Oshtemo Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 
Sandra Bliesener – City of Parchment, Kalamazoo County 
Steven Cook – Oshtemo Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 
John Gisler (alt) – Pavilion Township, Kalamazoo County 
Heather Ricketts – Comstock Charter Township, Kalamazoo County 
Martin Janssen – City of Grand Rapids, Kent County 
 
All in Michigan 
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II. Members Excused/Absent 
Rebecca LaDuca, Veronica McKissack 
 

III. Additions, deletions or changes to the Agenda 
None 
 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Mr. Westra, seconded by Mr. Janssen to approve the agenda. With no 
objections, motion carries. 
  

V. Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Mr. Westra, seconded by Ms. Bliesener to approve the minutes of the March 4, 
2021 KMCPC regular meeting, with correction of date to 2021. With no objections, motion 
carries. 
 
Motion by Mr. Flora, seconded by Mr. Westra, to approve minutes of the March 17, 2021 
KMCPC special meeting (to hold a public hearing regarding two amendment applications 
to the Kalamazoo County Solid Waste Management Plan), with correction of date to 2021. 
With no objections, motion carries. 

 
VI. Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 
 

VII. Discussion and/or Action items 
 
1. Prairie Ronde Twp: Review of application for Farmland and Open Space Preservation 

Act of 1974 (known as PA 116), in Section 18. Applicant Dennis Hice. Staff review - 
Action Item. 
 
Staff presented a staff report of the PA116 application.  
The members discussed the application. Based on the agricultural Future Land Use 
designations, the rural nature of the subject parcel and the land that surrounds it, and the 
prime farmland soils in the subject property, staff supports recommending approval of the 
PA116 application by the Township. 
 
Motion by Ms. Bliesener, seconded by Mr. Cook, to recommend to the Township 
approval of the PA116 application. Motion carried 

 
2. Proposed installations of new 190-foot self-support tower telecommunications towers at 

the following locations. Staff reviews – Action items. 
 
Staff presented a staff review of the proposed three 190-foot self-support tower 
telecommunications towers in the following locations: 
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a) Motorolla “Portage,” S 12th St 
b) Motorolla “Oshtemo.” N 6th St. 
c) Motorolla “WMU,” Parkview Ave (Oshtemo Twp) 

Staff over. 
Items a) through c) were discussed. Staff has been in communication with Jeff Troyer, 
Director of the Kalamazoo County Consolidated Dispatch Authority (KCCDA). He 
clarified that only the Oshtemo property will have a 1,000 gallon propane tank, the other 
two sites will have natural gas generators. He will contact the consultant to make sure it 
gets corrected in the documentation. Towers will be owned and operated by KCCDA 
with the sole and dedicated purpose of providing public safety radio communications for 
law enforcement, fire and EMS agencies throughout the County. He also mentioned that 
there is a fourth application for a tower in the Village of Augusta, but the paperwork will 
likely take some time before it comes to the County Planning Department. 
No formal action required or taken by the KMCPC. 
 
Based on a review of the aerial imagery of the proposed project sites, staff has no 
knowledge of adverse effects on Historic Properties. Notification regarding no noted 
adverse effects will be forwarded by Ms. Jarnefelt to the Planning Director in Oshtemo 
Township and the Planning Director in the City of Portage, with encouragement to 
contact Advantage Environmental Consultants with any concerns as outlined in the letter 
received by the Planning Department. 

 
VIII. Parks Commission liaison update 

Ms. Bliesener reported from the Parks Commission meeting that was held earlier in the 
day. She reported that MSU Extension had given a presentation proposing a Veterans’ 
Therapy Garden in the Markin Glen Park area, it will include vegetable and flower gardens, 
and be barrier free. It will be maintained by Master Gardener volunteers and be open for 
public use. 
The previous Rota Kiwan boyscout camp, is now owned by the County, and staff has been 
working on securing the property and buildings. Vandalism has been greatly reduced. The 
property is being assessed and prepared for use as a County park. 
County Fair will be held in a limited format due to Covid-19 pandemic restrictions, with 
an emphasis on the 4H event. There will be no public access. The will be a live auction. 
There will be a small fee to participate. The Fair is looking for sponsors. The way the Fair 
is done this year is as close as they can get to a live Fair. 

 
IX. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) update 

There was no SMPC meeting earlier in the week. Mr. Vincent reported that there will be 
a press release announcing a grant to SMPC from the EPA. The grant will cover the four 
SMPC member counties (Branch, Calhoun, Kalamazoo and St Joseph), but with an 
emphasis on the US-12 corridor, City of Coldwater in Branch County and Homer 
Township in Calhoun County. 
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X. Correspondence/Staff reports 
1. Staff gave an update on members whose terms are ending (Carahaly, Janssen and Ricketts). 

Still waiting for the process to appoint new members or re-appoint members whose terms 
have ended. Staff thanked the current members for continuing to serve until the previous 
members are re-appointed or new members are appointed. 
 
Ms. Eickholt has resigned and will be unable to attend any additional meetings. 
 
Ms. Jarnefelt is retiring on June 2, 2021. Ms. Rachael Grover, the current Brownfield 
Redevelopment Coordinator, has been appointed to take over the Director position in the 
Planning & Development Department. 
 
Mr. Cook and Ms. Bliesener thanked Ms. Jarnefelt for her service and mentioned 
specifically the Kalamazoo County Master Plan as a great project to have been part of and 
inspire other municipalities to think about their own Master Plans. 

 
XI. Other 

Staff reported that the Solid Waste Management Plan amendments will be presented to the 
County Board on May 18th. 

 
XII. Board member Comments 

County Board Commissioner Gisler was pleased that Ms. Grover is taking over after Ms. 
Jarnefelt. He also reported that the Covid-19 situation has brought to light that the County 
has an outdated phone system with limited lines available to receive and make calls. The 
County will work on getting its phone system updated. 
 
The members thanked Ms. Jarnefelt’s efforts and service, especially with the Master Plan 
and look forward to work with Ms. Grover. 
 

XIII. Adjournment 
Motion by Mr. Amos, seconded by Mr. Cook to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:06 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 
Next KMCPC regularly scheduled meeting: June 3rd , 2021 at 7 pm. 
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